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Co  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
ITCarple  Urban  District  Council. 


Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  tiie  regulations  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  your 
notice  my  Ninth  Annual  Beport  of  the  health  of  your  District. 

The  area  of  the  District  under  your  control  is  8,068 
acres,  Urban  and  Rural. 

The  village  of  Marple  is  situated  on  a  hill,  which  at  its 
higher  parts  is  some  600  feet  above  sea  level.  The  subsoil 
is  of  a  clayey  nature,  with  occasional  faults  of  sand  and 
gravel.  The  natural  drainage  caused  by  its  configuration 
prevents  water  from  lodging  and  renders  it  fairly  dry  and 
healthy.  The  population  at  the  last  census  was  5,595,  and 
I  now  estimate  it  at  5,750.  In  1901  the  number  of  inhabited 
houses  was  1,390,  this  year  the  number  is  1,447,  which  gives 
an  average  of  about  4  persons  per  house. 
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The  chief  industry  in  Marple  is  cotton  manufacturing 
(confined  to  two  mills),  and  the  remainder  of  the  district 
consists  largely  of  residential  property  erected  by  people  who 
have  businesses  elsewhere.  The  cottage  property  is  of  good 
class,  with  very  few  exceptions,  and  the  people  are  clean, 
healthy,  and  tidy.  We  have  been  taking  steps  lately  to  avoid 
overcrowding  in  a  few  instances. 

The  Sewerage  and  Drainage  is  very  good  owing  to  the 
natural  fall  of  the  land  and  our  good  system,  but  some 
portions  of  the  district  are  still  undrained,  to  which  I  called 
the  attention  of  your  Council  and  which  I  am  pleased  to 
hear  is  to  be  proceeded  with  immediately. 

Your  Sewage  Works  have  been  very  satisfactory  as  regards 
the  effluents,  which  have  been  passed  as  “  Good  ”  by  the 
Inspector  on  several  occasions. 

The  disposal  of  Excrement  in  the  District  is  of  a  mixed 
character.  Water  Carriage,  Pails,  and  Middens.  The  Water 
Closet  System  is  becoming  more  common,  and  the  Pails  and 
Middens  are  emptied  by  the  Council’s  own  men  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  manner. 

The  Water  Supply  is  from  Lyme  (Cheshire)  Reserves 
and  is  not  altogether  satisfactory  as  regards  quantity,  as  last 
summer  the  supply  was  curtailed  for  a  lengthened  period,  but 
the  Stockport  Corporation  (from  whom  we  obtain  our  Water) 
have  a  scheme  on  hand  by  which  they  will  have  a  much 
larger  supply,  and  we  can  benefit  also.  The  quality  of  the 
Water  is  good. 


Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  Births  in  1900  was  121 — 64  boy6  and  67  girls. 
,,  „  1905  „  106-43  '  „  62  „ 

„  „  1904  „  116—65  „  61  „ 
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The  number  of  Deaths  in  1906  was  65 — 82  males  and 
33  females  — rate  11*4  per  1,000. 
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Of  the  65  deaths  registered  14  were  under  1  year,  1  under 
5  years,  4  over  15  and  under  25  years,  24  over  25  and  under 
65  years,  and  22  over  65  years.  The  number  of  deaths  under 
1  year  per  1,000  births  registered  equals  115-7  in  1906,  150 
in  1905,  60  in  1904,  90  in  1903,  96  in  1902,  88  in  1901,  101 
in  1900,  162  in  1899,  and  146  in  1898. 


The  infantile  death-rate  is  less  heavy  this  year,  and 
would  have  been  still  better  but  three  young  infants  died  of 
Whooping  Cough  and  two  others  only  existed  a  few  hours, 
dying  from  Congenital  Weakness. 


Zymotic  Diseases. 


Thirty-six  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  in 
1906,  of  which  28  were  due  to  Scarlet  Fever.  These  cases 
are  the  outcome  of  the  Epidemic  of  Fever  that  occurred 
last  year,  and  although  every  effort  was  made  to  stamp  out 
this  disease,  fresh  cases  kept  appearing.  The  great  difficulty 
is  to  get  the  cases  notified  early  enough,  as  in  a  few,  des¬ 
quamation  had  already  commenced  before  I  heard  about  them. 
All  the  cases  that  could  not  be  thoroughly  isolated  were 
sent  to  Hyde  Infectious  Hospital  and  now  I  think  the 
disease  seems  to  be  stamped  out  Five  cases  of  Enteric  Fever 
were  notified,  in  two  of  which  we  satisfied  ourselves  that 
they  were  contracted  away  from  Marple.  Two  others  were 
in  a  cottage  in  a  thickly  populated  part,  and  they  were 
removed  to  Hospital.  The  drains,  &c.,  were  thoroughly  over¬ 
hauled  but  no  cause  could  be  found. 


Two  deaths  from  notified  infectious  disease  occurred, 
viz.:  one  from  Enteric  Fever  and  one  from  Diphtheria,  and 
three  from  a  non-notifiable  disease,  viz.:  Whooping  Gough. 
Several  cases  of  Measles  occurred  during  the  year,  but  there 
were  no  deaths,  and  Whooping  Cough  was  very  rife  in  the 
Autumn  months. 


We  fumigated  a  few  houses  after  cases  of  Phthisis  had 
died  there. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified 


During  the  Year  1906. 


At  all  65  and 

ages.  Underl.  lto5.  5  to  15.  15  to  25.  25  to  65  over. 


Diphtheria .  1  1  —  —  —  —  — 

Erysipelas .  2  —  —  —  —  2  — 

Scarlet  Fever  .  28  — ■  11  16  1  —  — 

Enteric  Fever .  5  —  1  1  —  8  — 


Totals  .  86  1  12  17  1  6 


Causes  oi,  and  Ages  at.  Death 

During  the  Year  1906. 


At  all  Under  1  and  5  and  15  and  25  and  65  and 


ages.  1  year, 
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3 

3 
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1 

1 
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1 

— 
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4 

— 
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2 

2 
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4 
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8 

— 
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8 

1 

Pneumonia  . 

4 

2 

Premature  Birth... 

1 

1 
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dents  of  Parturition 
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— 
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10 

- 
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— 
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28 
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—  —  1  3  — 
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The  Slaughter  Houses  have  been  several  times  visited 
by  the  Inspector  and  myself,  and  in  December  they  were 
all  thoroughly  examined.  Their  condition  was  satisfactory, 
although  it  would  be  better  if  they  were  licensed  by  the 
Council. 


The  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  have  also  been  systematically 
visited  an«l  found  clean  and  well  ventilated  and  drained,  but 
these  are  also  unregistered. 

The  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Bakeries,  were  also 
several  times  inspected,  and,  with  one  or  two  exceptions, 
where  the  limewashing  had  been  delayed,  were  in  a  healthy 
condition. 

The  canal  boats,  41  in  number,  were  found  clean  and 

healthy,  and  in  a  few  cases  some  alterations  were  promptly 

made  bv  the  owners. 
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I  may  state  that  in  any  complaints  made  by  the 
Inspector  and  myself,  the  people  concerned  showed  great 
willingness  to  put  matters  right  and  no  legal  proceedings  have 
had  to  be  taken  through  the  year. 

In  one  of  the  mills  the  closet  accommodation  was  greatly 
increased. 


meteorological. 

Monthly  statement  of  rain  fallen  in  the  year  ending  Decem¬ 
ber  81st,  1906. 
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9  9 
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J  ulv  . 
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August  . 

19 

99 
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September  ... 

9 
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...  1*30 

9  9 

October  . 

29 

9  9 

...  5*22 

9  9 

November  ... 

20 

99 

...  2*83 

9  9 

December  ... 

22 

9  9 

..  3*82 

9  9 

Total  in  year. 

231 

9  9 

...  32*95 

9  9 

Average  days  for  47  years — 185  days. 
Average  fall  for  55  years — 31 ’(35  inches. 


Mean  average  temperature  for  the  year  46-8  deg.  F. 

?actorp  and  Workshops  /Set. 

In  the  Marple  District  there  are  seven  Factories  or 
Workshops  using  steam  power ;  one  Corn  Mill  worked  by 
water  power  ;  33  Workshops  employing  hand  labour.  All  these 
places  have  been  systematically  and  regularly  visited  by  the 
Inspector  and  myself  and  we  have  examined  the  premises 
thoroughly  to  see  whether  they  were  suitable  for  the  busi¬ 
ness  transacted,  and  also  as  to  Cubic  Space,  Ventilation, 


Limewashing  and  Cleanliness.  In  some  few  cases  we  have 
had  to  suggest  alterations  and  these  have  been  immediately 
done.  In  three  cases  no  abstract  of  the  Act  was  found,  and 
one  has  since  obtained  a  copy,  and  the  other  two  were  reported 
to  the  Factory  Inspector. 

There  are  eight  Bakehouses  in  the  District.  These  were 
all  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  except  two  where  the  lime¬ 
washing  had  been  neglected.  This  was  promptly  rectified. 

The  Workshops  were  all  roomy  and  healthy.  There 
was  no  overcrowding  and  no  girls  were  employed  contrary 
to  the  Act.  No  legal  proceedings  at  all  were  neccessary. 


Recommendations. 

Compulsory  Notification  of  Measles  and  Phthisis. 
Disinfector  for  Bedding,  Clothes,  &c. 

In  drawing  this  Report  to  a  close,  I  consider  that  the 
health  of  your  district  is  eminently  satisfactory  and  your 
Death-rate  a  source  of  gratification. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HARRY  BURTON, 

M.D.,  Durham;  M.R.C.S.,  Eng.  ;  L.S.A.,  Lond.;  L.R.C.P.,  Etc. 


Nuisance  Inspector’s  Report 

For  Year  ending  December  31st,  1906. 


Privies  and  The  work  in  connection  with  the  removal  and 

ASnDltS 

disposal  of  House  Defuse  in  the  Marple  portion 
of  the  District,  having  been  done  since  the  1st  of 
April  last,  by  the  Council’s  Men  and  Appliances, 
a  considerable  improvement  has  taken  place.  The 
work  has  not  only  been  carried  on  more  efficiently 
but  at  a  much  less  cost. 


Slaughter  The  Slaughter  Houses  have  always  been 

U  All  MAM  C;  */ 

found  clean  and  well  kept,  but  are  yet  unlicensed. 

Workshops*1  The  Workshops  including  Bakeries  have  been 
Act.  inspected,  and  generally  speaking,  the  premises 

have  been  found  in  order,  clean  and  satisfactory. 
At  Shepley  Mills,  Hawk  Green,  eight  additional 
closets  have  been  provided. 


Dairies  and  The  Cowsheds  have  been  inspected,  and  on 

Cowsheds  ■*- 

the  whole  have  been  well  kept,  but  are  not  yet 
registered. 


New 

Houses. 


Thirty-six  New  Houses  have  been  tenanted, 
and  26  are  untenanted  or  in  course  of  construction. 


Supply  The  Water  Supply  has  again  been  unsatis¬ 

factory,  the  drought  caused  a  shortage  of  supply 
between  the  26th  September  and  the  19th  Oct¬ 
ober. 


Main 

Sewers. 


The  Main  Sewers  have  been  flushed  and  the 
whole  of  them  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition 
except  the  one  in  Lower  Cross  Lane,  which  has 
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not  much  fall  and  silt  always  accumulates,  and 
will  require  special  attention  as  soon  as  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  traffic  from  the  Brick  Works  is  taken  off 
the  road. 


Sewerage 

Treatment 


The  Sewerage  Outfall  Works  at  Dooley  Lane 
have  again  been  satisfactory,  4  samples  wTere  taken 
by  the  River  Inspector,  and  all  reported  “Good." 


Canal 

Boats. 


The  number  of  Canal  Boats  on  the  Register 
is  84.  41  have  been  inspected,  but  no  new  boats 

have  been  registered  during  the  year.  In  4  in¬ 
stances,  the  boats  did  not  comply  with  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Act,  by  were  subsequently  put  right 
by  the  owners.  No  case  of  infectious  disease  was 
met  with,  and  no  legal  proceedings  have  been 
taken. 


CHARLES  HAGUE, 


January,  1907. 


Inspector  and  Surveyor. 


